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Phuip.  4.  5. 

Let  your  Moderation  be  known  unto  all  Men. 
T be  Lord  ia  at  hand. 

Onte  Graces  are  primary,  radi¬ 
cal  and  fundamental,  which  ha¬ 
ving  their  proper  termination 
in  God  and  Chrift,  are  there 

. 

fore  as  to  their  formal  and  immediate  beau 
ty,  Invifihle  to  any  eye,  but  his  who  fearch 
eth  the  Heart  and  tryeth  the  Reins.  So 


B 


oiu 
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our  Repentance  is  faid  Co  be  towards  God ,  and 
Faith  towards  our  L  ord  Jefiss  Cbrifi,  Acts  20. 
21.  our  Faith  and  Hope  is  laid  to  be  in  God7 
1  Pet,  in-  As  the  Root,  though  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Seat  of  Life  in  the  Tree,  is  under 
'around  unfeen,  but  the  fruits  fl  awing  from 
chat  Life  are  vifible  -  or,  as  the  Orator  faith 
of  a  goodly  Structure  ,  fafligia  pe3anlur7 
latent  fundament  a7  So  the  moft  primitive  and 
■vital  Graces  are  inthemfelves  known  onely 
to  God,  and  to  the  Heart  which  enjoyes 
them  f  but  in  and  by  their  fruits  they  may, 
and  muft  be  known  unto  men.  By  our 
Works  we  muft  fhew  our  Faith,  Jam.  2,18, 
A3.  19.  18.  Works,  1  mean,  of  tranpent 
Charity ,  which  properly  termimate  upon 
others,  without  us;  In  which  refpeft  our 
Saviour,  though  he  forbid  us  to  do  our 
W ci  kt  to  befeen  of  men ,  in  a  way  oi  Oftenta- 
tion,  Mattb.6*  1.  6.  16.  -  18.  yet  he  com- 
mandeth  us  to  kt  our  Light  (bine  before  men , 
in  a  way  of  Edification,  and  to  God’s  G lo¬ 
fty  5  Maith. 5-  16.  and  in  order  to  the  Same 
End,  the  Apoftle  here  requireth  us  to  let 
our  Moderation  be  known  unto  all  men, 

The  words  contain,  a  ferioits  and  weigh. 

:  .  ■  -  ;  *y 


i>fu?.  The  Lord  is  near  \ 


Grace,  anti  a  mod:  Solemn  Argument  y  u 
caul’c",'  The  Lord  is  at  hand-  In  the  E 
hertation  is  obfcrvable,  i.  The  <vertue 


.  The  vert  tie  it 


Self  required,  expreis’d  by  the  Concrete 
for  the  AbftraG,  not  without  an  Empha- 
fss  as  I  take  it.  S’omctimes  we  hade  a 
Concrete  Superlative  exprcffd  by  an  Ab 
ftfaci: ,  Jer.  50. 31.  Behold  1  am  againBthec 
0  Pride',  that  issO  thou  moft  proud  :  and  here 
an  Extenfive  Abftraftexpreiied  by  a  Con¬ 
crete,  as  if  he  fliould  have  fa  id,  Let 
your  Tongue  ,  your  Hand  ,  your  whole 
Converiatioti  fhew  forth  to  all  men,  upon 
all  occafions  ,  this  excellent  and  moft  ami¬ 
able  Grace.  2.  The  Peculiarity  cr  Cat' a 
fteriftical  difference  of  this  vertue  inti¬ 
mated  in  the  word  u/toV,  not  a  bare  Phi- 
lolophical ,  but  a CbrifHan  moderation  ,  lucu 
as  becomes  Believers.  3.  The  Cpnlptcu 
loufnefs  thereof,  let  it  be  realty  up¬ 

on  all  occafions  manifefted  ,  lor  the  H  > 
nour  of  Chrift ,  and  Credit  of  Religion. 

r>  -  *  TKr 


B  2 


(4) _ ~ ' 

4-  The  Impartiality  of  it,  ltmuftbema. 
nifcfted  to  all  men  ;  not  onely  unto  good 
men,  but  unto  the  froward,that  the  mouths 
of  Adverfaries  may  be  flopped,  their  Pre¬ 
judices  refuted,  their  Enmities  broken,  and 
they  won  by  the  meek  and  humble  Conver- 
iation  of  Believers  to  the  obedience  of  the; 
Gofpell.  '  - 

In  the  Argument  unto  this  Duty,  it  is: 
eonfider'able ,  how  many  wayes  the  Lord; 
is  near  onto  his  Servants,  for  their  encou* 
ragement  in  lo  difficult  and  excellent  a 
Duty  ;  near,  ad  Auxilmm ,  to  Help  them  ; 
near,  ad  Solatium ,  to  Comfort  them;  near, 
ad  Judicium ,  to  Reward  them;  near ,  per 
Inbabitantem  Graiim,  to  dire&  and  enable 
them;  near,  per  jE xauditionk  Clementiam  > 
to  Hear  and  Anlvver  them;  near > per  Provi¬ 
dential  Kconomiam ,  to  (Support  and  Protecl 

them.  . . .  .  f:  i" 

‘  {.‘Believers  are  called  unto  an  high  and 
honourable  Condition,  the  and  dignity 
of  bemg  the  Sons  of  God,  John  i  12.  and  in 
that  Condition  they  may,  by  the  power  of 
Corruption  and  Temptation,  be  in  danger 
to  be  puffed  up  with  pride  and  arrogancy 

above 


above  others,  and  to  a  fupineneis  and  «eav- 


rity  of  Living,  to  fever  their  Dignity  from 
their  Duty  :  In  this  Cafe  if  htmls,  that  is,  as 
Suidas,  Hefychim,  and  Favorinus  render  it, 
•ri  tt^ttov,  to  )w3mov,  or  TreouMKov,  that  which  IS 
decent  or  becoming, -is  to  be  known;  we 
muft  walk  femndum  deeentiam (latm  Chrifua - 
nh,  fo  as  becometh  the  fandity  and  dignity 
of  out  High  Calling-  , 

2.  Again,  being  in  common  with  otner 

men  expos’d  to  the  various  victffuudes  of 

Events^apt  in  Profperity  to  be  corrupt  ed,m 

Adverfity  to  be  dcje&ed  ,  and  according  to 

diverfity  of  Conditions,  to  expieis  a  dijjt- 

milar  and  uneven  behaviour-,  here  again, 

L  &ne«fc,  let  your  Moderation  he  known, 

kn^Muxfc  a  fetene,  pacate,  and  net  * 

\  ~  ~  «  .t.  f  _  •  „  J/3  irpn  i*nn  nXCu 


A 


here  a  ho  tj  A?*  your  Moderation  be 

known^h neUetx  v7tcluow$,  Moderation  o£ patience] 
in  bearing  Evils,  kvri-J^ix  tuyo/ac  rxd  ivyveolU3(rcw;)g 
a  Moderation  of  Qmdor  and  Equanimity  ^not 
putting  lulpicious  and  morole,  but  favoura¬ 
ble  conftruftlons  upon  Actions  which  have 
an  appearance  of  unkindneis  ;  and  hi  ehm 
7r^oTHTtc ,  a  Moderation  of  meeknefi  and  pla* 
cabilityy  an  eafinefs  to  he  entreated,  a  rcadi- 
nels  to  torsive:  as  the  Philolopher  hi  cii  of 

I  ' — '  '  JL 

I  luch  men,  that  they  are  ^yn'^uoiuol,  apt  to  pals 
by,  and  to  pardon  injuries. 

4-  Again  ,  having  with  other  men  a 
JJjare  and  right  in  publicly  Jujike ,  and  out  of 
the  debt  of  Self  Jove ,  bemg  engaged  there¬ 
by  to  prefer  ve  cur  cwn  Intereftj ,  we  may  be  I 
tempted  to  rigour  and  extremity  in  the 
means  thereunto ,  and  to  lay  hold  on  the 
utmoft  advantages  againft  cur  Brother ; 
Here  alfo  the  Exhortation  is  feafonable, 
that  our  Moderation  be  known  1  that  w  ebe  ra¬ 
ther  ready  to  part  from  our  own  right,  than 
to  profecute  it  wz&oAuicPW >  with  the  Arid-. 
nefs  of  a  rigorous  inflexability  •  and  fo the 
Philolopher  faith,  that  to  izri&Kis  is  avararAwg&fia, 
a  fuppjjjng  of  the  defect3  and  i7TW/d$Cb[ACC, 


_ (7> _ _ 

a  re&ifying  and  mitigating  of  the  vigour  of 
Legal  juftice. 

5.  A  gain,  becaufe  we  have  the  Human 
Nature  burthened  with  the  fame  common  In¬ 
firmities,  and  are  of  likepaffions  with  other 
men  ,  we  may  be  eafily  tempted  and  tran- 
fported  many  wayes  intoinordinatenefi  and 
exceft ;  we  may  ufe  cur  knowledge  and  liberty 
unckcently  and  ex>rbitantly ,  to  the  defiling 
of  our  Sel  ves  5  we  may  ufe  them  unchari¬ 
tably  ,  to  the  grief  and  fcandal  of  our  Bre¬ 
thren  ,  as  the  Apoftle  fheweth,  Rom.  14. 
iy  2j.  1  Cor.  8.  p,  i2,  10.  23,28,  29,  32* 
t  Pet  .  2.  1 6.  we  may  ufe  our  power  and  au¬ 
thority  fharply  and  feverely,  to  the  grie¬ 
ving  ,  titherthan  benefiting  our  poor  Bre¬ 
thren  5  in  all  fuch  Cafes  the  Apoftle’s  Ex¬ 
hortation  is  feafonable ,  Let  ymr  Modern- 
it  ton  be  kpown ;  yo'-Khr'-;,  <pi\<xvfya>Tr!x,  Mo¬ 

deration  in  Judgement,  not  to  dslquiet  the 
Church,  or  offend  our  Brethren  with  every 
unneceffary  opinion  of  our  own  5  not  ri- j 
gidly  to  infift  on  our  Liberty  ,  to  the 
grief  and  feandal  of  our  Brethren,  Mode¬ 
ration  of  Power ,  not  to  be  ourgioOiAixcuoi,  fevere 
Exa&ors  of  the  extremity  of  Juftice;  but1 
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to  adorne  our  authority ,  arid  render  it 

.amiable  with  clemency  and  meeknefle* 
Moderation  of  Pafjions,  not  to  be  tran- 
f  ported  with etceffive  delights,  overwhel¬ 
med  with  inordinate  foirows ,  or  pofief- 
fed  with  any  other  unruly  or  tempeftuous 
affection  ,  to  the  fuffocating  of  Realbn,  and 
difhonour  of  Religion  ;  but  to  let  Grace 
and  Wifdom  hold  the  reins, and  keep  within 
iuft  bounds  of  Temper  and  Sobriety  what¬ 
soever  offers  to  break  forth  into undecen* 
iCy  and  excels.  We  fee  the  wide  extent  and j 
comprehenfiveneffe  of  this  moft  amiable: 
Grace.  Giyeme  leave  to  fpeaka  word  or 

two  to  each  of  thefe  Particulars,  and  then  1 
•  * 

(hall  proceed  to  that  which  follows. 

i.  We  muff  walk  fecundum  decentiam  &• 
digntatem  flatus  Chrifliam ,  fo  as  becomes 
the  Gofpell ,  that  we  may  credit  and  honour 
our  moft  holy  Profeflion,  as  thofe  who  have 
a  Lord  to  rejoyce  in,  a  God  to  pray  unto, 
a  Bleffed  appearing  of  a  Glorious  Saviour  to 
waic  for  }  as  a  People  whom  God  hai\\  form¬ 
ed  for  bitrifelf ,  to  jhew  forth  his  praife,  Ilai. 

2i.  This  is  the  frequent  Exhortation 
of  the  Apoftle ,  that  we  walk  worthy  of  the 
I  Vocation 


I 
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Vocation  wherewith  we  are  called ,  Eph.  4,  1. 
as  hecometh  the  Gofyel  of  Chrtki,  Phil,  j,  27. 
So  as  we  have  learned  and  received  Chriji 
lefts  the  Lord ,  Col.  2.  6,  worthy  of  God, 
who  hath  called  us  to  his  Kingdom  and  Glo¬ 
ry,  1  T hejf.  2.  12.  as  hecometh  Holy  ne fi r ,  as  a 
peculiar  People,  that  we  may  adorn  the  Do- 
Brine  of  God  our  Saviour  in  all  things,  Tit.  2 . 

’  10,  14.  and  may  (Joeiv  forth  the  praifes  of 
him,  who  hath  called  m  out  of  Darknefs  into  his 
marvelous  Light,  1  Pet.  2.  And  truly 
there  is  nothing  deferveth  fuch  Lamenta¬ 
tion  as  this ,  to  confider  how  few  there  ar£ 
who  live  confonantly  to  the  Gofpelj  which 
will  too  evidently  appear,  if  we  confider  the 
Law  of  Chriil ,  the  vow  of  Baptifme ,  and 
compare  our  Convcrlations  with  them. 
Are  not  thefe  the  Laws  of  Chrift  ?  He  that 
hateth  his  Brother ,  is  a  Murtherer',  He  that 
looked)  on  a  Woman  lull fully  ,  is  an  Adulterer-, 
that  we  Refijl  not  Evili ;  that  we  love  our 
Enemies  5  that  we  lay  not  up  for  our  felves 
Treafures  in  Earth  ,  but  in  Heaven  5  that  we 
enter  in  at  the  fir  ait  Gate  \  that  He  who  will 
come  after  him,  muft  deny  him felf,  and  take 
up  his  Crofs  and  follow  him ,  that  we  learn 

C  '  of 
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rf'  him  to  be  meeh^and  lowly  ,  who  when  he  was 
reviled , reviled not  again-, when  he fujfred.tbre.it- 
ned  not  :  In  one  word,  that  we  fliould  walk 
as  he  walked,  and  obferve  ail  things  whacio- 
ever  he  hath  commanded  us  ?  and  have  we 
not  folemnly  vowed  all  this  in  our  Baptifnte  ? 
wherein  we  promifed  to  keep  a  good  Con- 
icience  towards  God,  and  did  inthepre-j 
fence  of  God  and  Angels  renounce  the  De¬ 
vil  ,  the  World,  and  the  Fieth  ,  with  all 
their  pomps  ,  vanities,  and  lufts  ?  and  fo 
not  one'y  fubferibe  to  the  truth,  but  un- 
idertake  the  practice  of  thofe  necedatyDo- 
|  &rines  ?  And  if  we  fhould  now  compare 
|  the  Lives  of  Men  amongfl:  us,  their  bare 
I  fac’d  and  open  Profanenefs ,  their  daring 
|  Atheifme  and  Blafphemy,  their  Oaths  and  j 
Curies,  their  Luxuries  and  Exceiles,  theif; 
Wantonnefs  and  Impurities,  their  Variance 
and  Wrath,  their  Contentions  and  Defian- 1 
tees,  their  Bloodfhed  and  Buels.their  Impla-j 
'  cablenefs  and  Revenge,  their  inordinate | 

1  love  of  the  profits  and  pleafure  of  ihe  World, 
more  than  of  God  ,  their  utter  Unacquain-j 
tance  with  the  Yoke  of  Chtift ,  and  the^  , 
narrow  way  that  leadeth  unto  Lile ;  if, 

'  '  '  •  •  I 
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\1  lay,  wefhould lay  together  Chiift  s  Laws, 
and  our  Lives ,  our  moft  folemn  Vow ,  and 
our  moft  perfidious  violatiohsof  it, might  we 
net  moft  confidently  conclude ,  aut  hacnon 
e&  Lex  CbrifU ,  ant  nos  non  Junius  ChriHiani  ? 
Either  this  is  not  Chrifiianity ,  or  we  are  not 
Ckrittians  ?  and  fo  Tertnllian,  Juftin  Martyr , 
and  other  Antients  are  bold  co  affirm  of 
fuch  men,  That  they  arc  not Chriftians. 
Joannes  Views  Mirandttla  proieffed,  That  he 

had  an  amazement  upon  him,  when  ie^  c- 
rioufly  confidered  the  Studies,  or  ratner 
Follies  of  Men  :  For ,  faith  he,  a  Madaefs 
it  is  for  Men  not  to  believe  the  Goipel, 
which  hath  been  fealed  by  the  blood  ot  Mar¬ 
tyrs  publifhed  by  the  preaching  ot  Apofles, 
confirmed  by  Miracles ,  attefted  Jay  the 
World,  confcffed  by  Devils  :  Seel  huge  major 
infanta  ft  de  Evj ngelii  veritate  non  clnbitas.vi- 
vere  tarnn  qua  ft  de  ejusfalftate  non  dnbit ares. 
But  a  fart  greater  Madneis  it  is  it  not 
doubting  of  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel  we  !o 
Uveas  if  we  doubted  not  of  the  a!  en.L  ot 
it.  And  certainly,  they  who  abufe.t.ie 
DoS: fine  of  the  Golpcl  unto-  hccncious 

Li  vine,  and  expole  the  holy  Name  ot  God 

•  '  Cz  nnto 
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unto  Contempt,  by  turning  his  Grace  into 
La tcivioufnefs ,  are  Chriftiani  nomink  probra 
&  Macithe  y  the  flain  and  dishonour,  the 
blains  and  ulcers  of  the  Chtiftian  Name,  no 
other  wife  belonging  unto  the  body  of 
Chrift,  than  dung  and  excrements  to  the 
Natural  body,  if  the  Lacedemonian  in  Plu¬ 
tarch  Would  often  look  on  his  Gray  Hairs, 
that  he  might  be  put  in  niinde  to  do  nothing’ 
unworthy  the  honour  of  them  ;  how  much 
more  fhould  we  continually  minde  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  our  Relation  unto  God  ,  as  his  Chil¬ 
dren  ■,  that  we  never  admit  any  thing  un¬ 
becoming  the  Excellency  of  lo  High  a 
lling.  ; 

aly.  Being  In  danger  by  the  different! 
I  vicifptudes  of  divine  providence,  to  be  tolled 
*and  diicompofed  with  various  and  unequal 
j  Affecfions  contrary  to  that  ftedfaffnels  of 
Heart  which  ought  alwayes  to  be  in  Belie- ! 
i vers ,  who  have  an  alhfufficiene  God  to j 
jrejoyce  in,  and  a  Treaiure  of  exceeding 
j  great  and  precious  PromiCef ,  (  able  by 

Faith  and  Hope  to  bal lance  the  Sou'  again!! 
all  Secular  Flu£f  nations  and  Concuflldns  )to ! 

t*  1 

take  Comfort  from ,  In  this  Cafe  there- 


fo 
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! fore  it  is  neceflary  that  our  Moderation  be 
known  ,  that  we  learn  ,  with  die  Apoltle, 
in  every  flute  to  be  content ,  to  be  abajed  and 
fuffer  need  without  pufillanimky  or  de¬ 
spondency,  to  abound  and  be  fall  without 
'arrogance  or  vain-glory-  Faith  makes  a 
Rich  man  rejoyce  in  that  he  is  made  low  and 
humbled  ,  to  glory  no  longer  in  Grals  and 
Flowers,  in  withering  and  perifaing  Con¬ 
tents  j  and  it  makes  the  Brother  of  how  degree 
to  rejoyce  in  that  he  is  exalted  to  the  hope  of 
Salvation ,  Jam.  1.9,10.  When  therefore, 
with  David ,  we  finde  one  while  our  Moun¬ 
tain  ftrong,  and  prefently  we  are  moved,  PfaK 
y 6 ,  6.  when  one  day  ,  with  Jonah ,  we  re¬ 
joyce  in  our  Gourd  ,  and  another  day  are  as 
angry  becaufe  it  is  withered;  then  we  muff 
{labour  for  this  itn-oefia,  this  pacatenels  and 
j  ferenity  of  Soul ;  likg  Gold,  to  keep  ©ur  na¬ 
ture  in  the  fire  ,  like  Leleflial  Bodies  ,  which, 
jin  all  their  Motions  are  regular  and  ffeady.J 
Even  Heathen  men,  by  the  dilates  of 
|  fon  and  Philofophy  ,  have  arrived  at  a  very 
!  noble  Conftancy  and  Compofedneffc  of 
Minde  ;  of  one,  it  is  Said,  That  in  all  Com- 

! panics,  Times ,  and  Places,  fuos  femper 

'  More  t 
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l  Mores  retinuit ,  he  never  departed  nor  varied 
{tom  himlelf ;  of  another,  that  he  was  ne¬ 
ver  oblerved  either  to  laugh  or  weep ;  of  a- 
mother,  that  he  was  of  fo  equal  a  Temper , 
[that  in  his  Youth,  hehad  the  wifedom  of; 
an  Old  Man,  and  in  his  Age  the  valour  of  a 
Young  man  ;  and  of  that  excellent  Empe¬ 
ror  Marcus  Antoninus  it  is  oblerved  by  Dion , 

| o/aoio;  S'. ix  ■m.vl&v  iyinTa ,  that  he  was  ever  like 
himfelf,  never  given  to  change.  How 
[much  mo;e  fhould  Chrifiians ,  who  have  an 
|  unchangeable  God  to  take  care  of  them, 
i a  Kingdom  which  cannot  be  jbakpn  provided 
for  them,  Promifes  which  are  all  yea  and 
Amen  9  and  an  Hope  which  is  fure  and  ffced- 
fall  fet  before  them ,  retain  a  minde  like 
the  Rock  on  which  they  are  built,  fixed  and 
inconcuffible'  Such  was  theblefied  Apo- 
ftle ,  as  dying  ,  and  yet  alive  •,  as  chaftened, 
and  yet  not  killed  ;  as  forrow/ull,  yet  alwayes 
rejoy cing  as  having  nothing ,  andyet  pojjef- 
fing  all  things  :  and  iuch  he  would  have  us 
all  to  be,  fledfaft  and  unmoveable,  1  Cor.  15. 
58.  not  joott  (hakgn  in  minde  ,  2  The  IT.  2.  2. 
but  holding  our  Confidence,  and  the  rejoycing  of 
our  Hope  firm  unto  the  end,  Heb.  3.6. 

I  3.  Being 
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3.  Being,  by  the  Condition  of  ourChri- 
ftianity,  to  expeft  manifold  A'ffli&ions  and 
Injuries  in  the  World  ;  Here  alfo  it  is  ne» 

•  ctflary  ,  that  our  Moderation  be  known  ;  Mo- 1 
deration  of  Patience,  in  bearing  them  ;  of 
!  Candor  ,  in  interpreting  them;  and  of  Le- 
\„ity  and  tneeknefs ,  in  forgiving  them. 

i.  Moderation  cf  Patience  in  bearing 

them  ,  having  our  Eye  more  fixed  on  the 

hand  of  God  ordering  ,  than  on  the  hand 

of  Man  infHi&ing  them  ;  being  more  taken 

|up  with  the  Hope  of  FutureGood,  than 

!  with  the  S’enfe  of  Prelent  Evil  3  looking 

! rather  with.  Comfort  on  the  need  wehave 

of  them,  1  Pet.  1.  16.  cn  the  fruit  we  have 

from  them,  Heb>  12:10.  on  the  Reconi  pence 

of  the  Reward  wlrch  will  follow  them, 

Heb.  u.  25,  2d.  Row.  8.  17, 18.  on  the  love 

\  of  Cody  which  wiWfupport  us  under  them, 

;  Heb  1 2*  6.  on  our  Communion  in  them  with 

'  Cbrisl  for  whole  fake  we  fuller  them ,  1  Pet. 

‘4.  ir.*  on  the  End  of  the  Lord ,  who  is  ever 

|  plttifoll  and  of  tender  mercy  to  us,  in  them, 

Jam  5-  u.  than  on  any  prefent  weight  or 

me  flu  re  we  fuftain  from  them.  Nulhs  dolor 

S  de  me  nr  hone  Malorum  pr  afentium  qntbus  ft- 
J  i  uhicia 


I duciaeft  futurorum  Bsnorum,  faith  Saint  Cy¬ 
prian  :  A  Man  is  never  milerable  by  any 
thing ,  which  cannot  take  away  God  or 
Salvation  from  him, 

2.  Moderation  of  Candor  and  Equanimi¬ 
ty,  putting  the  beft  Conftru&ions  on  them, 
as  the  Carpenter’s  Plain  rendreth  rugged 
things  fmooth,  as  favourable  Glafles  report 
Faces  better  than  they  are.  A  meek  Spirit 
jdoth  not  eafily  take  up  every  Injury,  not 
out  of  ditUneCt ,  becaufe  it  cannot  under- 
Hand  them :  but  out  of  love ,  which  dorh 
not  wittingly  or  haftily  fuipeft  Evil,  x  Cor. 
13.  5.  which  coveretb  aB  Sinnes}  Prov.  10. 
12.  which  teacheth  us  to pew  all  meekness 
to  all  men,  Tit.  3  2.  we  are  prohi  bited  Socie¬ 
ty  with  fome  men,  2  The  if  3.  6.  but  we  sre 
commanded  to  follow  Peace  with  All ,  Heb, 
12.  14. 

3.  Moderation  of  Meeknefs  and  Lenity, 
not  refilling  of  Evilly  nor  out  of  a  vindiSive 
Spirit,  embracing  all  advantages  to  avenge 
our  Selves ,  as  if  it  were  an  Argument  of  a 
low  and  deje&ed  Soul  not  to  repay  Evil 
with  Ev  il,  and  bid  a  defiance  and  challenge 
upon  every  Wrong ;  directly  contrary  to 
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the  Word  of  God,  which  fnaketh  it  a 
mart’s  wifedom  and  glory  to  pa  ft  ever  atranf- 
grejpott,  Prov.  \<p- 1 1.  and  exprefly  requireth 
us  not  to  recompence  Evil ,  but  to  nr  ait  on  God , 
Prov.  20.  22.  Rom.  12.  1 7.  yea  contrary 
to  the  noble  pra&ice  of  many  magnani- 
!  mous  Heathens,  Ep  ami  non  das  ,Jgefilaus,Pom- 
\pSy  ,  C<efar,  and  others,  who  by  their  cle¬ 
mency  and  bounty  toward  Enemies ,  pro¬ 
vided  for  their  own  Safety,  and  made  the 
|  way  eafie  unto  further  vi&ories.  But  we 
ihave  a  more  excellent  Example  to  follow, 
forbearing  one  another  ,  and  forgiving  one  ano¬ 
ther,  fa  th  the  Apoftle,  even  as  Chrijl  forgave 
you,  Co  alfi  do  ye.  Col  3.  13.  that  man  can 
have  no  aflurance  of  Chrifts  forgiving  him, 
who  refolveth  to  be  avenged  on  his  Brother, 
Matth.  1 8. 35.  He  who  chofeth  rather  to  be 
a  Murtherer,  to  take  away  another  Mans 
life,  or  to  throw  away  his  own,  than  to 
fuffer  a  Reproach  ,  hath  ,  give  me  leave  to 
fay  it ,  eoufqtte  ,  renounced  the  Do&rine  of' 
Ghrift,  who  commandeth  us  to  do  good  unto 
thofe  that  hate  us,  andpray  for  thofe  that  de¬ 
finite  fully  ufe  us,  Matth.  5.  44.  as  himfelf  did, 
Luke  23. 34.  who  being  reviled  reviled  not 

D  again  1 
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again ,  but  was  as  4  Sheep  dirnbe  before  the 
Shearer ,  as  the  Prophet  ipeaks.  By  this 
noble  Moderation  we  difappoint  thofethat 
wrong  us,  qiut  frnHius  Ladentis  in  dohire  iaf 
eft,  we  fence  our  feives  againft  the  harm 
wh  ch  an  Injury  would  do  us ,  as  a  Canon 
bullet  is  deatled  by  a  loft  Mudd  wail ,  and 
the  force  ofa  Sword  by  a  pack  of  Wooll. 
He  that  is  flow  to  anger  appeafeth  ftrife3  Prov. 
is.  18.  We  melt  and  overcomeour  Ene- 
and  heap  coals  of  fire  on  his  head} 


mre 


Rom-  1  a.  20.  But  above  all  we  honour 
God,  to  whom  alone  Vengeance  belongeth, 
we  adorn  theGofpel,  and  evidence  our 
felvesto  be  the  Difcipfes  of  Chrift. 

4  Being  fubjeft,  by  the  dilates  of  over¬ 
much  Self-love,  to  afiert  with  rigour  our  own 
Right  and  lntereft,  in  this  Cafe  alfothe 
Precept  is  nect  ffary  ,  Let  your  Moderation  be 
known  ;  rather  remit  of  your  own  Due,  than 
by  too  earned:  anexa&ingof  it,  to  grieve 
,  your  Brother ,  or  to  dilcredit  your  Profefp - 
!on  j  Jbraham  did  fo,  though  the  nobler 
Petfon,  yet  in  order  unto  Peace  and  Honor, 
that  their  D  ideations  might  not  expofe 
Religion  unto  .reproach  amongft  the  Cana¬ 
an  it  ei 
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anites  .  he  gave  unto  Lot  the  praeoption  of 
what  part  of  the  Land  he  would  live  in ,Cen 
15.  9.  It  was  as  free  for  the  Apoftle  to  have 
taken  the  Rewards  of  his  Miniftry  of  thv 
Corinthians  as  of  other  Churches ,  yet  he 
purpofely  refufed  to  ufe  that  power,  that 
he  might  not  hinder  the  Gofpel  9  nor  give 
occafion  of  glorying  againff  him  unto  thoic 
that  fought  it,  1  for.  9. 12,  14, 1  5.  2  Cor  1  . 
8,12.  Our  Saviour,  though  he  might  have  iu- 
fifted  on  the  dignity  of  hisPerfon,  as  the 
Sonne  of  God,  from  paying  Tribute,  yet 
to  avoid  offence  he  did  Cedere  do  Jure,  and 
gave  ot  der  about  the  payment  of  i t,Matth- 
j y %  24.,  25,  26.  No  doubt  is  to  be  made, 
but  that  it  is  free  for  Chriftians  to  recover 
|  their  Juft  fvightsbya  legal  t>yal,  yet  when 
the  Corinthians  iued  one  another  befo  e  Un¬ 
believers ,  and  thereby  expoled  iheGofpel 
unto  Contempt,  the  Apoftle  re  pro  ve/th 
them  that  they  did  not  rather  take  wrong,  and 
Suffer  then! (elves  to  be  defrauded  ;  the  Lvil  be- 
ling  fair  lefs  for  them  ro  iuffer  wrong,  than 
ifor  the  Gofpel  to  fufter  reproach,  1  Cor.  6. 

1 5  6  -7,  Thus  doth  this  moft  amiable  Grace 
'Whereby  we  behave  our  Selves  towards  all 

J  D  2  '  Men 
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Men  with  all  Equity,  Facility,  Equanimity, 

and  Suavity  of  Convcriation,  attempering  the 
fever  tty  of  other  Vertues  with  the  Law  of 
Love,  exceedingly  conduce  to  the  honour  of 
God, and  credit  ol  the  Gofpel,-yea  to  our  oxen 
fiafety  rnd  interest ;  for  as  a  Tempeftdoth 
not  break  the  Corn  which  yields  unto  it,  but 
the  Oaks  which  withftand  it ,  nor  Thunder 
fo  eafily  hurt  Shrub t  as  Cedars,  So  the  wrath 
and  prejudice  of  Adverlaries  is  exceeding¬ 
ly  mitigated  and  abated  by  the  Humility, 
Moderation  and  Meeknefie  of  thole  that 
fuffer  them. 

Laftly.  Being  fubjeft  to  the  fame  common 
Pajpons  and  Infirmities  with  other  Men,  and 
thereupon  lyable  to  be  tranfported  into 
Excels  in  the  ufe  either  of  our  Knowledge, 
Power  or  Liberty;  here  all’o  comes  in  the 
leafonable  ule  of  this  excellent  Precept* 
Let  your  Moderation  be  known.  M  oderat  i  on 
of  Judgement ,  Moderation  of  Power ,  and 
Moderation  of  Paffionsa 

i .  Moderation  of  Judgement ,  chat  we 
fuffer  not  our  Knowledge  to  puffins  up ,  but 
temper  it  as  the  Apolfle  dire£feth  us  with 
Charity ,  and  ule  it  unto  Edification ,  i  Cor.  8. 


J. 
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|  I  do  not  hereby  underftand  Moderation 
in  the  t/ieafure  or  degrees  of  our  Knowledge, 
as  if  we  fhould  content  our  Selves  with  a 
Mediocrity,  and  be,  at  our  own  choyfe,  wil- 
lingly  Ignorant  of  any  part  of  God  s  reveal- 
ed  will,  as  wepleale  our  felves ;  for  we  are 
required  to  grow  in  Knowledge,  z  Fct.  3.  18. 
and  the  Word  of  Chrift  muft  dwell  in  m 
richly ,  Col  3.  id.  Nor  do  I  underftand  a 
Moderation  of  lndijferency ,  as  if  it  mat¬ 
ter'd  not  what  Judgement  we  were  of ,  but 
had,  as  the  P > ifcilianiSts claimed ,  a  Liberty 
at  pleafure  to  depart  from  the  Rule  of  Di* 
vine  Truth  in  Outward  Profefllon,  toferve 
a  prefent  Intereft  *  for  we  are  to  buy  the 
Truth ,  and  not  to  fell  it ;  We  can  do  nothing  a- 
gainfl  the  Truth ,  but  for  it ;  We  are  to  hold fajl 
the  Faithfull  Word,  Tit.  1.  9.  and  having 
braved  all  things ,  to  hold  fa$i  that  which  is 
good ,  »  Theft*  5.  21.  But  by  a  Moderation 
in  Judgement  ,  I  underftand  thefe  three 

Things : 

1 .  A  Mod  eration  of  S’ obriety ,  not  to  break 

in  and  gaze  upon  hidden  and  fecret  things, 

as  the  men  of  Bethjhefflefh  into  the  Ark^,  r 
i  Sam.  <5, 19.  nor  to  weary  our  Selves  about 

Quejlions, 


\Quefiions ,  as  the  Apoitile  fpeaks,  which  are 
j  unprofitable  and  vain,  Tit .  3,  9  fuch  as  that 
of  Peter  ,  What  Jhall  this  Man  do  ?  J  ohn  iu 
2j»  and  that  of  the  Apoftles,  Wilt  thounow 
refiore  the  Kingdom  unto  Ifrael  ?  Acts  1.  6. 
But  to  be  wife  unto  Sobriety  ,  Rom.  12.  3- 
and  to  content  our  Selves  with  things  Re¬ 
vealed,  and  leave  Secret  things  unto  God, 
Deut.  29.  29.  in  quem  fie  Credemns ,  faith 
Saint  Auslin,  ut  aliqua  non  aperirietiam  pul¬ 
i' rnttbus  nullo  modi)  adverfus  eum  murmur  are 
debeamtH.  And  therefore  that  good  Father 
Gave  no  other  Anlwer  to  a  curious  Quefti- 

i  -  -  •  v-  j 

on,  than  this  modeftone,  Nefcio  quod  Ne- 
fcio ,  as  Judging  an  humble  Ignorance  much 
better  than  a  ptoud  Curiofity. 

2.  A  Moderation  of  Humility  and  Modefiy, 
not  to  be  fo  opinionative  or  tenacious  of 
our  own  private,  meerly  dilputable  and  pro¬ 
blematical  Conceptions,  wholly  unnecefla- 
ry  to  Faith,  Worfliip,  or  Obedience,  as  out 
of  a  love  of  them ,  not  onely  to  undervalue 
and  del’pife  the  as  probable  and  Lber 
judgements  of  other  Men ,  but  by  an  im¬ 
prudent  and  unadvifed  publifliingof  them, 
to  obtrude  them  with  over  confidence  on 

the 
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the  belief  of  others,  and  haply  thereby  to 
caufe  a  great  difturbance  in  the  Church  of 
God  ,  dire&Iy  contrary  to  the  Counlel  of 
the  Apoftle ,  Haft  thou  Faith ,  have  it  to  tby  I 
filf  before  God ,  Rom.  14.  22.  It  is  not  fit 
that  the  peace  of  the  Church  fhould  be  en¬ 
dangered  by  the  bold  attempts  of  every  da¬ 
ring  Pen.  Of  this  fort  was  that  unhappy 
Controverfie  in  the  dayes  of  Pope  ViSlor, 
between  the  Roman  and  Aftattck  Churches, 
touching  the  time  of  Eafler,  who  though  for¬ 
mer  Bifhops  of  Rome  had,  notwithftanding 
the  different  obfervations  in  that  Cafe,  held 
intimate  fellowfhip  with  the  Afian  Bifhops, 
did  out  of  exccfsof  Pafiion,  ^xveac, 

as  Socrates  expreffeth  it,  Excommunicate 
all  the  J ft  an  Churches,  and  made  a  dolefull 
difturbance  in  the  Church  of  Chrift  5  upon 
which  occafion  ,  the  torenamed  Hiftorian 
hath  a  grave  Dilcourle,  to  (hew  how  feve- 
ral  Churches  did  differ  from  one  another  in 
Matters  Ritual  ,and  yet  retained  firm  Unity  j 
and  Communion  ftili. 

3.  Moderation  ef  Charity ,  wheninfuch 
things  wherein  a  latitude  and  mutual  Ten- 
dernefFe  may  be  allowed,  we  choofe  ra¬ 
ther  j 

'  1  i  ‘  , 
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cher ,  according  to  the  Do&rine  of  the  A- 
poftle,  not  to  odend  oar  weak  Brethren, 
than  unfeafonably  to  infill  on  our  own 
Knowledge  and  Liberty.  And  truly  as  ic 
is  an  Honour  which  Learned  men  owe  unto 
one  another,  to  allow  a  liberty  of  Diffent 
in  Matters  of  mere  opinion  ,  Silva  compage\ 
Fidit.  Salvo  vinculo  Cbaritalis ,  Salva  pace 
Eccleficc  ,  ( lot  thofe  three,  Faith ,  Love, 
and  Peace,  are  ftill  to  be  preferved :  )  fo 
it  is  a  Charity  which  Good  men  owe  unto 
one  another,  upon  the  lame  Salvo's ,  to 
bear  with  the  Infirmities  of  each  other,  not 
to  judge ,  or  defpife ,  or  let  at  nought  our 
Brethren  ,  as  ufelefs  and  inconfi  Jerable  Per- 
fons :  but  whom  God  is  pleafed  to  receive 
into  His  Favour,  not  to  cafl:  them  out  of 
Outs.  This  Latitude  and  Moderation  of 
Judgement,  iome Learned  men  hive  taken 
the  freedom  to  extend  even  to  the  Cafe  of, 
uuM(a  m  Subfcriptions  by  Law  required  ;  the  learn-, 
|  confla  t  Vo -  led  “Author  of  the  Book  called  An  Anfrrer  to 
[o  pure  mii cr-^Cbarity  maintained ,  and  the  late  learned 

TbilwJ  units  it,  uni  lives  ucctriinguit ,  undoubtedly  beJfoU  befuved ;  uni  that 
there  is  no  error  in  is  which  my  ne  e'siuu  or  mntnt  txy  m  nud,y,r  bib- lent,  erre- 
nouw  tbs  amnunw  ,f  it.  Ibis,  in  mfopmon,  is  ull  intended  tsfS» 
mu.b  if  you  ‘tncciie  me  not  r :ui}  to  fu’>f tube ,  jour  Chxroy  I  uffre  you  u  n.mb 
In  the  Preface,  Sc&  40,  K  -n  .  ' 

D  Primate 
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b  Primate  cf  Armagh  Arcbbiffjop  Br am  hall 
I  fiiall  not  take  upon  me  to  affix  any  private 
fenfe  of  mine  upon  Pubiick  Laws,  or  ever 
judge  it  definable  ,  that  the  Do&rine  of  the 
Church  of  England  fhould  have  too  flack  a 
tye  on  the  Judgement  of  the  Clergy;  onely 
furc  1  am  in  Points  which  are  not  Fidei  but  !  Legat  es  of 
Qneffi onwn  ( as  Saint  J tiffin  diftinguifheth  )  i  b?Ut 
in  Matters  of  an  inferiour  nature ,  wherein 
no  Man  can  rationally  hold  himfelf  bound  ftHi  i°r  tht 

it  im~  r  *  .  ~  ,  p’tfcrviti.n  of 

to  trouble  or  diicompoie  the  Mindes  oi  the  Unity.  ^ cither 


b  r  t  do  nttfuf- 
fc-  any  man  t 
rejett  tie  39 
Artie*  s  of  the 
-hurt'  of  h nr- 
land  at  hts  le 
fire. yet  ne  ther 
do  iv e  lo^itp" 
en  them  n  Ef* - 
fentiils  of  ft* 
vin?  Fa  th  ,  or 


Peop 


or  the  Order  and  Peace  of  the  TnfmfJtl 
Church,  by  an  unneceflary  publiffiirigof 
his  own  private  Pcrfwafion  ,  fo  that  his  O-  u,diP  tlm- 

i  ^  '  )  In  the  I rea* 

pinion  and  the  Churches  Quietmay  be  very  j»<c  called , 
well  confiftent  together,  Learned  men  I  aJnlfeaL 
have  ever  allowed  this  latitude  unto  one 

ther.  sea.  1. 
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<90.  $  c  a’ fo  \vs  Juft  Viniic  tion  of  the  Chi.rA)  cf  England  ,  C.ip.  6.p.  156. 

t.  Moderation  of  Power ,  bygentfeand 
winning  waves,  to  reform  the  Manners, 
allay  the  Difiempers,  and  conquer  the  fro 
wardnefs  of  inconfhnt  and  di  icon  ten  ted 
Mtndes ;  by  placide  and  lealu'cly  heps  and 
degrees  to  get  the  pofteflion  of  them,  and  to 
model  and  compofe  them  unto  an  Equd 

E  temper. 
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temper.  Phis  was  the  Counlcl  of  the  Old 
men,  Speak  good  unto  them  and  they  will  be  thy 
Servants  for  ever  ,  1  Keg.  lJ,7*  as  Mode- 
ration  is  by  grave  and  prudent  men  obfer- 
ved  to  be  the  prefervative  of  P rawer  So  Cato 
in  Plutarch ,  and  Jttliui  Cxflar  in  that  excel¬ 
lent  Oration  which  he  made  unto  the  Se* 
nate  in  Dion  :  fo  certainly  it  is  a  fpecial 
means  for  the  Right  adminifl  ration  of  it. 
Therefore  the  Lord  chofe  Mofes  the  meekeft 
man  alive  for  the  Government  of  his  Pecu- 
liar  people,  Nunu  n.  3.  and  of  Cbrijl  the 
Prince  of  Peace  it  is  laid,  that  be  would  not 
breaks  the  bruifed  reed,  nor  quench  the  ftnoabing 
flax,  Matth.  12.  20.  as  he  faith  of  himlelf, 
Learn  of  me  for  1  am  meek  and  lowly,  Matth. 
11.  29.  and  the  Apoftlebefeecheth  the  Co¬ 
rinthians  by  the  Meeknefs  and  Centlenefs  of 
Chritt,  2  Cor.  10.  1.  fo  the  fame  Apoftle 
exprdXethhis  tender  nefs  towards  the  Church,1, 
by  the  affe&ions  fometimes  of  a  Father,  l-j 
Cor.  4.  15.  Sometimes  of  a  Mother, Gal.  4-c 
hp.  Sometimes  of  a  Nurfe,  1  The  IT.  2.  7.  He 
calleth  upon  Timothy ,  In  meeknefs  to  mjlruSi 
tbofe  that  oppofe  themfelves ,  becaufe  the  Ser¬ 
vant  of  the  Lord  until  be  Gentle  to  all  men ,  2 

Tim. 
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Tim.  i.  24,  2  5.  and  upon  Titus ,  to  pew  all 
Meeknefs  to  all  mu,  Tit.  3.  z.  Rulers  are  called 
Healers  >  Ifai-.  3.  7-  and  a  Phyfician,  faith 
Plutarch,  will  if  it  may  be  cure  the  Difeafe 
of  his  Patient  rather  by  Sleep  and  Diet,  than 
by  ftrong  Purges.  Grave  Writers  have 
obferved,  that  even  in  the  avenging  cf  con¬ 
quer’d  Enemies  Moderation  is  advantagi- 
ous  to  the  Conqueror.  He,  faith  Thucydi¬ 
des,  who  is  kinde  to  an  Enemy  providcth 
for  his  own  Safety  •  and  furely  it  cannot  bat 
be  ulefull  for  Healing  Diftempers ,  amongft 
a  long  dilacerated  and  difcompofed  People, 
ut  quod  Belli  calamitas  introdisxit ,  hoc  Pacts 
Lenitas  fopiret,  to  ufe  the  words  of  Justinian 
the  Emperor.  A  courle  obferved  with  rare 
1  clemency  by  our  tnofl  Meek  and  Gracious , 
Soveraign  in  the  A&  of  General  Pardon  and 
Indewpnity  towards  his  People. 

1  do  often  fadly  recount  with  my  felf  the 
xr  of  nil  difir aSions  which  are  in  this  once  flou- 
I  rifliing  ChurchjCccafion’d  by  the  wantonnefs 
I  of  fome,  and  fubtilty  of  others,  and  can  fcarce 
arrive  at  any  other  Expedient  than  J'bra 
hams  Jehovah  Jireh ,  Gen.  22.  14.  1  do  nor 

need  at  all  2  neither  (hall  I  at  all  prefume 

E  2  -  to) 
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to  bclpcak  the  Reverend  Governors  of  the 
Church  in  this  Cafe  of  Moderation,  in  any 
other  way  than  the  Apoftie  doth  the  Theffa- 
lonians  tn  the  Cale  of  Brotherly  Love.  As 
touching  Moderation  ye  need  not  that  1  write 
unto  you ,  for  you  your  jelves  are  taught  of  God 
to  jhew  all  meekjiefs  to  all  men ,  and  to  rtttore 
thofe  that  are  overtaken  in  a  fault  with  the ffi- 
rit  of  Meelytefs  ,  and  indeed  yon  doit.  One 
thing  I  afliire  my  leif  would  greatly  conduce 
to  the  Healing  of  our  Divifions ,  and  re¬ 
ducing  of  many  ut  to  the  Communion  pf 
the  Church  who  have  departed  from  it,  if 

all  the  other  Minifters  of  the  Gofpel  in  their 
rifpedtive  Places  would  every  where  preach 
the  Word  with  that  Soundneis,  Evidence* 
apd  Authority,  and  fo  commend themielves 
to  every  man's  Conference  in  the  fight  of 
God,  reproving  Sinne  not  with  Paffion, 
Wrath,  andAnimofity,  but  with  the  Spirit 
of  Meeknds,  and  by  the  Majefty  and  Au¬ 
thority  of  the  Word,  (which  alone  can 
convince  and  awe  the  Confidence  )  would 
lead  fiuch  holy ,  peaceable,  and  inoftenfive 
Liv  es ,  would  treat  all  men  with  that  pru¬ 
dence,  meekneis,  and  winning  Converfe, 

that 
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that  all  who  fee  and  hear  them  may  know 
that  God  is  in  them  of  a  truth,  that  they 
do  indeed  love  the  Peoples  Souls,  and  io 
faithfully  difcharge  their  Truft,  as  thole 
that  do  in  good  earneft  refolve  to  live 
themfclvcs  and  thofethat  hear  them.  Thus 
jare  all  the  fnterefts  of  a  Chriftian  Church 
Iby  all  the  Officers  therein  ,  to  be  managed 
and  preferved  with  that  wife  dm  which  is 
from  above  ,  which  Saint  Jamestc'hue,  is 
\firUpure;  then  peaceable,  gentle ,  eafie  to  be  en¬ 
treated,  full  of  mercy  and  good  worlds,  with¬ 
out  partiality ,  and  without  hypocrife ,  whereby 
the  fruit  of  Righteoufnefr  is  fowen  inpeace  of 
them  that  feehjdeace. 

t).  Moderation  of  Pafpon,  when  we  lur- 

fer  not  our  Paffions  to  anticipate  light  Rea- 

(bn,  or  run  beyond  the  dictates  of  Pra£fi* 

oil  judgement,  when  they  flye  not  out  be- 

yond  their  due  meafure,  nor  tranfport  us 

unto  any  undecency  or  excefs,  when  they 

do  not  like  a  troubled  Sea  caji  up  mire  and  dirty 

but  are  like  the  ffiaking  ot  clean  Water  in  a 

Chriftal  Glals,  which  onely  troubleth  it, 

but  doth  not  defile  it.  For  this  purpole 

we  mu  ft  keep  fanBifed  Reafon  alwayes  in 

the 


the  Throne;  The  higher  and  more  heaven- 
!iy  the  Soul  is,  the  more  ledate  and  calm  it 
will  be,  Inferior  a  fulminant ,  ¥ acetn  Snvtnia 
tenent.  We  mu  ft  get  the  Heart  ballanced j 
with  fuch  Graces  as  may  in  fpecial  manner 
eftablifh  it  againft  perturbation  of  Padion, 
w  ith  clearnefs  of  Reafon,  ferenity  of  Judg¬ 
ment,  ftrength  of  Wifedom,  fobrietyand 
gentlenefs  of  Spirit ,  humility  and  lowly* 

|  nets  of  Minde  ,  (forever  the  more  Proud, 
It  he  more  Paffionate  )  with  Self-denial; 
for  all  Impotency  of  Aife&ions  is  rooted  in 
an  inordinate  Self  love 5  This  will  tranfport 
a  man  to  furious  Anger,  to iniatiable  de¬ 
fires  to  exceffive  Delights ,  to  difcruciating 
Fears,  to  impatient  Hopes ,  to  tormenting 
| Sorrows,  to  gnawing  Emulations5  toover- 
1  whelming  Defpairs,  Tbe  Heart ,  faith  the 
!  Apoftle,  is  eflablifhedby  Grace ,  Heb.  iy  g- 
We  have  thus  largely  confidered  the  Du¬ 
ty  here  required,  which  the  Apoftle  would 
further  have  to  be  fitch  a  Moderation  as  be- 
\  cometh  them  as  CbriHianst  And  therefore  the 
'■Precept  is  clofed  in  on  all  fidcs of  the  Text 
{with  certain  peculiarities  cf  Chriftians , 
|  Rejoy  ring  in  tbe  Lord ,  Verfe  4,  And 

what 
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what  can  befall  a  man  to  (hake  and  dif- 
compole  his  Heart  ,  who  hath  a  Lordal- 
wayes  to  rejoyce  in  ?  nearnefs  of  that  Lord, 
the  Lordk  at  hand ;  And  what  is  there  in  all 
the  World ,  the  beauty  whereof  can  be* 
witch  with  Inordinate  Lovejthe  evil  where¬ 
of  can  tempt  to  Immoderate  Fears  the 
Heart  which  can  by  Faith  fee  Chrift  coming 
quickly  with  a  farr  more  exceeding  and  abun- 
I  dant  weight  of  glory  ?  An  acce  fs  in  P rayer 
and  Supplication  unto  the  Throneof  Grace ,  v.  6. 
And  what  Evils  can  dilquiet  the  Heart  of 
that  Man  with  anxious ,  exceffive  ,  and  dif- 
cruciating  Cares,  who  hath  the  boforne  of  a 
j  Father  in  Heaven  to  powre  out  his  Requefts 
into?  Laftly,  the  peace  of  God  which  paffeth 
all  under (landing *,  and  what  Perturbations 
are  able  to  ftorrn  fuch  a  Soul  as  is  garriion’d  j 
|  with  Divine  peace?  There  isamer  t  philo¬ 
sophical  Moderation  ,  quaemimice  ajfeBat  veti-\ 
tatent ,  as  Tertullian  ipeaks.  But  Chrift i an 

Moderation  is  that  which  is  founded  in  the  Law  ' 
of  Chrift ,  which  requireth  us  not  to  refiii 
Evil,  to  love  our  Enemies ,  to  Blejs  them  that  j 
j  Curfe  us  ,  to  do  Good  unto  thofe  that  Hate  us,  j 
to  recompence  to  no  man  Evil  for  Evil,  to  j 
I  weep  i 


#>  dW  though  we  wept  not  5  <j«rf f<?  rejoyce  as 
though  we  rejoyced not.  lc  is  founded  in  the 
love  of  Cbrifl ,  the  feme  a nd  comfort  where¬ 
of  ballaneeth  the  Soul  again  ft  the  aflault  of 
any  other  Perturbations  It  is  Regulatedby 
the  Example  of  Cbrifl,  of  whom  we  learn  to 
(be  meek  tend  lowly,  to  forbear  and  to  forgive, 
j  who  when  he  was  reviled  reviled  not  again, 
who  prayed  for  his  Perfecutors ,  and  laved 
them  by  that  Blood  which  then  own  hands 
had  flied.  It  is  wrought  by  the  (fir  it  of  Chris! } 
the  Iruits  w  hereof  are  Love,  Joy,  Peace,Lottg- 
fa fe  ring  ,  Gentlenefs ,  Gcodnefs ,  Me-knefs,  as 
theApoftle  fpeaks.  It  is  ordered  to  the  glory] 
of  Cbrifl,  and  honour  , of  Chriftianity , | 
when  by  our  Moderation  wc  adorn  the  Do  -  j 
firine  of  God  our  Saviour ,  being  blamelefs ,  j 
and  harotlefs  ,  the  Sons  of  God  without  rebuke , 1 
(hitting  as  Eights  in  the  World. 

For  this  End  it  is  that  the  Apoftle  requi-. 
reth  this  Moderation  of  theirs  to  be  kyown, 
not  as  the  Philofophers  and  Heathen  fhew- 
x d  their  Vertues  for  Vain- glory  ,  Oftentati- 
jcn  ,  and  Intereft,  as  Glorias  Animalia ,  £$> 
Wegociatores  F attire  ,  as  TertttUian calls  them  : 
|Buc  that  others  feeing  our  good  Works  may  glo- 
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rife  'God  in  the  day  of  Viftation for  if  they 
who  profe  Is  Obedience  to  the  Rule  of  Chrift 
in  the  Gofpel  live  difl.nantly  from  the  Pre- 
fcrjpts  of  that  Rule ,  they  do  not  onely 
harden  wicked  men  in  their  Sinnes ,  but  ex* 
pofc  the  name  of  God  and  hisDo&rine  unto 
Reproach,  as  the  Apoflle  teacheth,  Rom.  2. 
23,  24.  1  Tim.  6. 1.  as  Nathan  told  David, 
that  by  his  Sinne  he  had  caufed  the  Enemies 
of  Gedtoblafpheme ,  2  Sam.  12. 14.  Soper- 
verie  and  illogical  is  Malice  ,  as  tocharge 
thole  Sinnes,  which  are  aberrations  ffonithe 
;Do3rine  of  Chriflianity,  upon  the  Do&rine 
it  l’elf,  as  genuine  Products  and  Conlequen- 
ces  thereof  The  Moralift  hathoblcrved, 
that  the  antient  Grecians  called  a  Man  CpdoTX.  | 
that  is,  Lightjteacbing  him  fo  to  live  as  to  be 
! a  Light  unto  others.  Sure  I  am  the  Apoflle 
j  hath  told  us,  that  though  we  were  by  niture 
!  Darkpefc,  yet  we  are  Light  in  the  Lcrd ,  and 
[therefore  Ihould  walk  as ..Children  of  Light, 
j  and  fine  as  Lights  in  theiVorld,  Eph.  5.8. 
Phil.  2.  5. 

Laftly.  As  it  muftbe  known,  fo  tmiver- 
fall v  known  unto  AU-iMen  j  It  mu  ft  be  with- 

j  > 

out  Hyp'  cripe ,  not  attempered  to  Inter efls 

F  and 
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and  Defigns,  like  the  Devotion  of  the  Phari* 
fes>  who  for  a  pretence  made  long  Prayers \  like 
the  Civilities  of  Jbfolom  mdOtho,  of  whom 
the  Hiftorian  faith,  That  he  did  Jdjrare 
vnlgHm ,  jacere  ofcnla ,  &  omnia  Jervihter  pro 
Domination  It  muft  be  without  partiality, not 
varied  or  diverfified  according  to  the  diffe¬ 
rences  of  Perfons  with  whom  we  have  to  do. 
WeChriftians,  faith  Tertttllian,  Nullum  Bo- 
numfub  exception  Perfonarum  adminitfrawm. 
It  muft  be  known  to  our  Brethren,  that  they 
may  be  edified;  it  muft  be  known  to  our  Ene¬ 
mies  ,  that  their  Prejudices  may  be  removed, 
their  Mouths  flopped,  their  Hoftilities  aba¬ 
ted  ,  and  their  Hearts  mollified  and  perfwa- 
ded  to  entertain  more  juft  and  honourable 
thoughts  of  thofe  Precepts  of  the  Gofpel  by 
which  our  Conventions  are  dire&ed. 

Many  and  weighty  are  the  Arguments 
which  might  beufedto  perfwadeall  fober, 
pious  and  prudent  Chriftians  unto  the  pra- 
ftife  of  this  m oft  excellent  Grace.  They 
may  be  drawn  from  Our  great  Exemplar  and 
Pattern  ,  whom  though  we  finde  once  with  j 
a  Curfe  againft  a  barren  Figg'tree3once  with  1 
a  .Scourge  againft  Prophaners  of  his  Fa- 
■  -  thers 
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thers  Houle  ,  -once  with  Woes  again  ft  ma¬ 
licious  and  incorrigible  Scribes  and  Phari- 
fes ;  yet  generally  All  his  Sermons  were 
B!  tilings  ,  all  his  Miracles  Mercies,  all  his 
Converfation  meek,  lowly,  humble,  gentle,  I 
not  Hiked  fo  much  to  the  greatnefs  and  dig¬ 
nity  of  his  Divine  Perlbn,  as  totheoeco- 
noiny  of  his  Office,  w  herein  he  made  him 
lelf  of  no  reputation ,  but  took^upon  him  the 
form  of  a  Servant. 

From  a  principal  Charafter  of  a  Difciple 
of  Chrift  ,  Humility  and  Sclf-deniaf  which 
teacheth  us  not  onciy  to  moderate,  but  to 
abandon  our  own  Judgements,  Wills,  Paf- 
Hons,  Interefts,  when  ever  they  ftand  in 
Competition  with  the  Glory  oi  Chrift,  and 
welfare  of  his  Church ,  which  maketh  the 
fame  minde  be  in  us  which  was  in  Clmfl  J efm , 
to  look  not  every  man  on  his  own  things ,  but 
every  man  on  the  things  of  others- 

From  the  Credit  and  Honour  of  Chrifti- 
anity ,  which  is  greatly  beautified  by  the 
meeknefs  and  moderation  of  thole  that 
profefsit-  Hereby  we  walk  worthy  of  our 
Calling ,  or  as  thofe  who  makeit  their  work 
to  fhew  forth  the  worth  and  dignity  of  the, 

|  F  1  Chriftian' 
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Chriftian  Profeffbn ,  when  we  walk  in  low- 
lytwft,  mcbiefs ,  long -  (life r ing  unity,  and  love, 
Epii .  4-  l>  2y]*  as  the  fplendout  of  a  Prin¬ 
ces  Court  is  let  lord)  by  the  Robes  and  fine 
Ray  men  ts  of  their  Servans,  Mattb.  it.  8. 
2  Sent.  13.  18,  So  the  Servants  of  Chrift 
fhew  loith  the  Honour  and  Excellency  of 
their  Lord ,  by  being  cloathed  with  Humility  ,  | 
i  Pet  f.  5.  and  decked  with  the  Ornament  of 
a  meek  and  quiet  Spirit ,  1  Pet,  3 . 4. 

Front  the  Breaches,  Divifions,  and  Dtf- 
contpofurcs  which  are  at  any  time  in  the 
Church  or  State  ;  towards  the  Healing  of 
which  Diffempers  Moderation,  Meeknef*, 
and  Humility,  do  exceedingly  conduce; 
though  fharp  things  are  ufed  to feareb  wounds, 
yet  Balm  and  Lenitives  are  the  Medicines 
that  heal  them ;  as  Morter ,  a  foft  thing,  is 
ufed  to  knit  and  binde  other  things  toge¬ 
ther.  It  is  obferved  by  Socrates  and  Nice* 
pboms  of  Proclm  Patriarch  of  Conflantinople , 
that  being  a  Man  of  frngular  lenity  and 
meeknels,  he  did  thereby  preferve  intire 
the  Dignity  of  the  Church,  and  by  his 
fpeciai  prudence  healed  a  very  great  Divifi- 
on  in  the  Church ,  bringing  back  unto  the 

Communion 
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Communion  thereof  thofe  who  had  depart¬ 
ed  from  it.  * 

From  the  various  viciffitudesand  incon- 
ftancics  of  Human  Events ,  whereby  many 
times  it  cometh  to  pafs,that  things  which  for 
the  prefent  are  judged  very  needful!  and 
profitable,  prove  inconvenient  and  dange¬ 
rous  for  the  future ,  as  Polybius  hathobfer- 
ved,  Hereby  we  may  in  all  Conditions  be 
taught  Moderation  ,  not  to  faint  or  be  de¬ 
jected  in  the  day  of  Adverfity,  becaufeGod 
can  raife  us  again ;  nor  to  fwell  or  wax 
Impotent  with  Prolperity*  becaufeGod  can 
as  eafily  depFefs  us.  It  was  a  wife  Speech 
of  the  Lacedemonian'  AmbafTadouts  unto 
the  Athenians  in  Thucydides ,  That  they 
who  have  had  many  alternations  and  vicif- 
fitudes  of  Good  and  Evil,  .cannot  buc  d^em 
it  Equal  to  be  dfe/5or^Ta1biTw^iwrg«yiou?,diffident 
and  moderate  in  their  Prolperityj  as  Coenus 
the  Macedonian  laid  unto  Alexander ,  That 
nothing  did  better  become  him  ,  than 
vj.’fcv  t6j  tuTux^v  c&Qzwvw  r  as  Adrian  tells  us. 
And  fo  on  the  other  hand,  this  Grace  of 
Moderation  doth  fopoi^eand  ballancethe 
heart  with  Chriftian  Conftancy  and  Cou* 

rage3 


rage,  that  it  is  not  eafily  tolled  or  over- 
burned  by  any  Tcmpeft  ;  bat,  as  they  lay 
[of  the  Palm  tree,  beareth  up  above  all  the; 
[difficulties  that  would  depreffi  it ;  as  good; 
\lebojdpbat9  when  he  was  diftreffied  with  aj 
areat  multitude  of  Adverlaries,  Paid  in  his 
j  Prayer  to  God;  We  have  no  might  againU 
\  this  great  Company  that  cometh  again &  us,  nei- 
I  ther  know  rve  what  to  do  •  but  our  eyes  are  upon 

\thee^  a  Chvon  ao.  ra# 

Laftly-  From  the  Nearnefs  of  Chrift , 

which  is  the  Apoftles  Argument  in  the 
i  Text ,  The  Lord  is  at  band.  P rope  ad  Axxi- 
1  Hum  ,  Near  to  help  us,  The  Lord  is  nigh [ 
unto  all  that  call  upon  him,  Pfal.  14)  iS-Deut. 
47.  We  have  no  fufficiency  of  our  felves  to 
improve  any  Talent,  to  manage  any  Con¬ 
dition  ,  to  ule  our  Knowledge  or  Liberty, 
our  Power  or  Profperity  to  the  Honour  of 
;  God,  or  Service  of  his  Church,  no  power  to 
trejoyce  in  Adverfity,  to  forgive  Injury,  to 
!  corrcQ  the  exorbitancy  of  any  inordinate 
!  and  irregular  Paffion.  Only  we  have  a  Lord 
1  Near  unto  us ,  ffis  Eye  Upon  us  to  lee  our 
I  Wants,  his  Ear*  open  to  hear  our  Defoes, 
!  his  Grace  prefent  to  affift  our  Duties  ,  his 
I  '  Comforts 
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Comforts  at  hand  to  fupport  our  Hearts,  his1 
Power  and  Providence  continually  ready 
to  proteft  our  Perfons,  to  vindicate  our  In¬ 
nocence,  to  allay  the  wrath,  and  rebuke  the 
attempts  of  any  that  would  harm  us.  This 
isone  Principal  caufe  of  all  our  Impatiency. 
and  Perturbation  ,  that  we  are  lo  loon 
fhaken  and  difcompoled  with  every  Temp¬ 
tation  ,  fo  foon  pofed  with  every  Difficulty, 
that  we  do  foon  defpond  under  every  Scorm, 
Becaule  we  do  not  with  an  Eye  of  Faith  look 
up  unto  God  as  one  that  Careth  for  us, 
and  is  ever  near  at  hand  as  a  Sun  and  a 
Shield,  a  San&uary  and  an  Hiding  Place  to 
fecure  usagainftall  our  Fears. 

Prope  ad  judicium  ,  Near  to  judge  us, 
to  take  a  Full  and  Impartiall  Review  of  all 
that  is  done  by  us,  and  accordingly  to  Re- 
icompence  either  Rejlot  Trouble,  as  the  A- 
poftle  fpeaks.  This  is  a  Fundamental!  do- 
ftrine  which  we  all  avow  as  an  Article  of  the 

Chriftian  Faith.  A&.  \ 7-  *3-  14.  10. 

z.  Or  5.10.  That  Chrift  Ihall  Come  as  the 
Ordained  Officer  to  whom  all  Judgement  is 
Committed,  in  flaming  Fire,  attended  with 
all  the  Holy  Angels.,  Matth,  2.5*  3  s*2'* 

1 . 
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1.  7,8.  Jud  i  o.  14,15.  to  give  a  Righteous* 
an  Impartial),  and  final)  Doom  and  State 
unto,  the  Ever  lading  Condition  of  ail  men., 
Btfore  whole  moil  dreadful!  Tribunal  we 
muftali  appear,  Stripp’d  of  all  our  Wealth, 
Honors ,  Dignities ,  Retinues  ,  accompa¬ 
nied  with  nothing.but  our  Confidences,  and 
our  IVorks,  whether  goo  d,or  Evill,  to  bears j 
witnels  of  us,  and  there  receive  a  propor*' 
tionable  Sentence  to  the  things  which  we 
have  done  :  Holy  men  a  Sentence  of  Abfiohi- 
tion  and  Mercy ,  for  the  m.mit  ftation  off 
Gods  glorious  Grace,  when  he  fhall  come, 
to  be  Magnified  in  bk  Saints,  ard  admired  in 
a!l  t  bo  fie  that  believe.  Wicked  men  a  Sen¬ 
tence  of  Re jeBion  and  Everlafting  defiruSUm 
from  tbe  prefence  of  the  Lord ,  for  the  manife- 
ftation  of  his  glorious  Power  and  Juftice, 
when  all  the  Devils  in  Hell  and  Powers  of 
Darknefs  fhall  be  brought  all  together,  and 
be  trodden  down  under  his  Feet, when  all  the 
low  and  narrow  Interefts  of  Secular  wealth, 
pleafure?,  power  and  greatnefs  which  fhort. 
flighted  men  fo  paflionately  dote  upon,  and 
fo  eagerly  purfue,  fhall  to  their  Everlafting  [ 
dilappeintment  be  lwallowed  up  in  the  ge- 1 


( 
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neral  Conflagration  and  fo  vanijh  for  ever* 
When  the  poor  and  pittiful  Artifices, where, 
by  angry  Mortalls  do  countermine  and  fup- 
plant  one  another ,  and  mutually  projeft 
each  others  vexations,  fhall  to  the  confufi- 
on  of  the  Contrivers  be  detected  and  deri¬ 
ded.  In  a  word,  when  nothing  that  ever  we 
have  done,  fhall  afford  benefit  or  comfort 
to  us,  any  fuither  then  as  it  was  with  a 
Ilngle  and  upright  aime  direded  to  the  Glo¬ 
ry  of  God ,  and  tnannaged  by  the  Law  of 
Love. 

Certainly  this  is  one  principal  Reafon  of 
all  Immoderation  amongft  Men,  of  De- 
Ipondence  in  Adverfity,  ol  lofolence  in  Pro- 
fpericy,  of  Excel’s  in  Delights ,  of  Pertur¬ 
bation  in  Pafllons,  of  vindidive  Retaliati¬ 
ons  •  one  principal  Reaion  why  they  do 
not  with  a  fingle  Eye  and  an  unbiafled 
Heart,  mannage  all  their  Adions  and  De- 
fignes  to  the  Glory  of  God,  the  Ci edit  of 
the  Gofpel ,  the  interefi:  ot  Chriflianity, 
the  Edification  and  Salvation  of  the  Souls  of 

\  „  i 

Men  ,  but  often  luffer  weak  Pafllons,  Pre- j 
indices,  Intercfts  to  State,  model  and  over- 1 
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rule  their  Defignes j  the  Reaion  I  lay  of  all 

G  is, 
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is ,  Becaufe  the  Terror  of  the  Lord  hath  not 
periwaded  them,  becaufetheyarenotfuf- 
ficiently  awed  with  the  All-feeing  Eye,  and 
near  approach  of  the  Lord  of  Glory ,  be¬ 
fore  whom  all  their  wayes  are  naked ,  with 
whom  all  their  Sinnes  are  laid  up  in jlore ,  and 
fealed  amonpfi  his  Treasures.  Let  us  there¬ 
fore  ferioufjy  refolve  to  regulate  all  our  A&i- 
ons  by  our  Great  Accompt.  To  fay  with 
Job ,  What  jhall  I  do  when  God rifeth  up ,  and 
when  he  wjiteth  what  Jhall  l  anfwer  him  ? 
Job  14.  He  hath  entrufted  me  with 
many  Talents,  with  a  Rich  Treafure  of 
Power  and  Intereff,  of  Wiledomand  Ho» 
nour ,  of  Wealth  and  Learning  ,  he  hath 
depohted  with  me  the  Cuftody  of  his  Eter¬ 
nal  Gofpel,  the  Grand  lntereffo  of  the 
Church  of  Chrift,  and  of  the  Precious 
Souls  which  he  redeemed  with  his  own 
Blood.  God  forbid  that  I  fhould  evejr  fuflfer 
any  Immoderate  Paffions,  or  Prejudices, 
or  Partialities ,  or  low  and  narrow  Inte- 
refts  of  mine  own  fo  farr  to  tranfport  me, 
as  that  I  fhould  betray  logreat  a  Truft,  and 
provoke  the  wrath  of  fo  Holy  and  Juft  a 
Judge.  God  enable  me  with  that  Equani- 
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mity  and  Singlenefs  of  Heart  ,  without 
Hypocrifie,  and  without  Partiality,  with 
a  direct  Eye  to  the  Glory  of  God,  the 
Kingdom  of  Chrift,  the  Edificati  n  and 
Peace  of  his  Church,  the  Flourifhing  of 
his  Gofpel,  and  the  Profperity  of  the 
Souls  of  his  People  •  fo  to  difcharge  eve- 
ry  Truft  repofed  in  me  ,  as  that  I  may  be 
able  to  give  up  mine  Accompts  with  Joy, 
and  when  the  Chief  Shepheatd  fhall  ap¬ 
pear,  1  may  lift  up  my  Head  in  the  day  of 
Redemption,  and  receive  a  Crown  of  Glory 

which  fadeth  not  away. 

Thus  let  your  Moderation  be  known  unto 
All  men,  becaule  the  Lord  is  at  band  in  his 
future  approaching  Judgements ..  But  hath 
not  the  Lord  been  at  hand,  near  us,  in  the 
middeft  of  us  already  by  many  ftrange  in¬ 
termingled  Providences ,  by  a  fer/esof  Glori¬ 
ous  Mercies,  and  a  vicijfitnde  of  dreadful! 
Judgments  j  as  if  he  would  both  wayes  try, 
whether  by  the  one  we  would  be  led  unto 
\  Repentance ,  or  by  the  other  learn  Righteouf 
j  nefs  .?  Is  it  a  fmall  Mercy,  that  we  have  had 
the  Gofpel  of  Salvation  in  the  pur'ty  of  tne 
Reformed  Religion  for  lolong  a  time  in  this 

G  2  Land  ?! 
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Land  ,  having  brought  forth  fo  little 
Fruit  in  anfwer  to  the  Light  and  Grace 
which  hath  been  therein  revealed  unto 
us  ?  I  have  read  an  Oblervation  in  one 
of  the  Homilies  of  our  Church  (it  my j 
memory  do  not  greatly  faile  me  )  That  ! 
we  {hall  not  often  finde,  that  aNation 
which  hath  had  the  Gofpel  in  purity  ,  and 
not  brought  forth  the  Fruits  thereof,  hath 
enjoyed  it  much  longer  thin  100  years.  1 
do  not  mention  this  as  afadPrelage,  fori  ■ 
dare  not  let  bounds  to  the  infinite  Mercy 
and  Patience  of  God  ,  his  Judgements  are 
unfearchable ,  and  his  Wayes  paft  finding 
out  5  the  lecret  things  belong  unto  him, 
and  things  revealed  to  usandour  Children; 
It  is  not  for  us  to  know  the-Times  or  the 
Sealons ,  which  the  Father  hath  put  in  his 
own  Power  :  onely  I  defire,  by  this  fad  Ob- 
fervation ,  to  awaken  both  my  felf  and  you 
timely  to  confider  the  things  that  do  belong  un¬ 
to  our  Peace  ,  before  they  be  hidden  from  our 
Eyes  ■  for  this  is  a  fober  and  certain  Truth, 
that  the  Sins  of  a  Church ,  as  the  Fruitsof  a 
well-ordered  Garden  ,  do  ripen  tnucbfafler 
than  thofeof  a  Wildernels  ;  and  therefore 

the 


the  Prophet  Jmos  calleth  them  by  the  name 
of  Summer  Fruit,  Amos  8.  2.  The  Prophet 
Jeremiah  compareth  the  Judgements  threat- 
ned  againft  them  unto  the  Rod  of  an  A  Intend - 
tYee ,  Jer.  1.  11.  which  (hooteth  forth  her 
Bloffoms  before  other  Trees.  And  therefore 
when  we  have  reafon  to  fear  that  God  will 
hafien  Judgements ,  we  have  great  reafon  to 
reiolve  with  holy  David ,  to  make  haft  and 
not  to  delay  to  keep  hit  Ccmmandements. 

Again ,  Was  it  not  a  great  and  eminent 
Mercy  ,  when  God  commanded  up  into  the 
Scabbard  the  Sword  of  violent  men,  f  well’d 
into  Pride  and  Arrogance,  with  their  many 
Succefles,  when  he  infatuated  their  Coun- 
lells,  (battered  and  diflipated  their  Under¬ 
takings  ,  and  fwal lowed  them  up  in  the 
confufion  of  their  own  Confultations  ? 

Was  it  not  a  glorious  and  wonderfull 
Mercy  ,  that  after  a  long  and  bitter  Banifh- 
menc  the  Lord  brought  back  out  dread  So- 
veraign  in  the  Chariots  of  Aminadab ,  upon 
the  wings  of  Loyalty  and  Love  unto  his  j 
Royal  Throne,  without  theeffufion  of  one 
drop  of  Blood  ,  and  thereby  made  wa>£  for 

I  a  (table  and  durable  Settlement  bom  of 
i  Church 


"Cburch  and  State  ?  To  fay  nothing  of  the 
other  ordinary  Mercies,  of  flourifning  of 
-Trade,  and  plenty  of  Provifions,  where. 

|  with  this  Nation  hath  been  for  a  long  time 
iblefled  •-  And  may  itnotbefaidof  us  as  it 
was  of  Hczekiab)  that  we  have  not  rendered 
I  again  according  to  the  Benefits  done  unto  us  ? 
'but  have  furfeited  and  played  the  Wantons 
I  with  thele  great  Mercies  ;  lo  that  the  Lord 
1  hath  been  provoked  to  lift  up  his  Hand  in 
(many  lore  and  difmal  Judgements  againft 

us? 

For  after  that  Thoufands  and  Ten 
Thoufands  had  fallen  by  the  Sword  of  an 
unnaturall  War  in  the  High  Places  of  the 
Field,  he  hath  ftirred  up  Potent  Adverfa- 
ries  abroad  againft  us,  though  blefted  be 
his  Name  we  have  not  only  hitherto  been 
j  delivered  from  their  Fury,  but  by  fignall 
Succefles  have  had  good  reafon  to  hope 
-  |  that  the  Lord  hath  owned  our  Righteous 
Caule. 

Yet  for  all  this,  his  Anger  is  not  turned  a- 
way,  but  hh  Hand  h  flretched  out  (Ml ;  for 
he  hath  in  thefe  two  years  laft  paft  emptied 
this  City  and  Nation  in  very  many  parts 

j  thereof, 

. . _ _ _ _ 
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thereof,  as  we  may  1  prefume  with  good 
Rea!on  compute,  above  an  Hundred  Thou¬ 
sand  of  her  inhabitants,  by  the  fury  of  a 
raging  and  contagious  Fejhlence ,  the  like 
where tfnto  podlbly  cannot  be  paralell’d  for 
fome  Hundred  of  years.  And  yet  after  all 
this,  his  Anger  hath  not  been  turned  away^  but 
his  Hand  is  ftrecbed  out  ft  ill.  He  hath  like- j 

wife  contended  by  Fire,  and  by  the  late 
direfull  Conflagration ,  hath  laid  in  Allies  the 
glorious  Metropolis  of  this  Nation,  hath 
made  de folate  almoft  all  her  goodly  F alaces , 
and  laid  wasle  almoft  all  the  SanSi uartes  of 
Qcd  therein.  Thus  the  Lord  hath  come 
with  Fire ,  and  with  his  Chariots  like  a  whirl¬ 
wind,  to  render  his  Anger  with  fury,  andhis 
Rebuke  with  flames  of  Fire  •,  for  by  lire  and  by 
Sword  hath  he  p leaded  with  its,  and  the  Slain  of 

\tbe  Lordhave been  many. 

We  fee  how  the  Lord  hath  been  near  us 
both  in  w ayes  of  Mercy  and  of  Judgement, 
as  if  he  w  ould  lay  of  us  as  of  E  phi  aim,  Is 
Ephraim  my  dear  Son ?  «  heapleafant  Child? 
for  fin  ce  I  [peak  again  ft  him  Ido  earneftly  remem¬ 
ber  him  ftill ,  therefore  my  Bowels  are  troubled 

for  him.  1  mill  furely  have  mercy  upon  him , 
V  faith 
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faith  the  Lord.  And  again ,  How  f hall  I  give  thee 
up  Ephraim  ,  How  /hall  I  deliver  thee  Ifrael  ? 
How  jhall  1  make  thee  as  Admah  ?  Howflaall 
l-fet  thee  as  Zeboim  ?  Mine  heart  is  turned 
within  wc,  my  Kepentings  are  kindled  together. 
I  will  not  execute  the  percents  of  mine  Anger,  1 
will  not  return  to  defiroy  Ephraim, /or  /  am  God 
and  not  Man ,  &>c.  Jer.  31-  io.  Hof.  11.  8,  9. 

1  fhall  Limit  the  Inference  from  all  this  to 
the  fifft  Acceptlon,which  I  gave  of  the  Ori' 
ginal  Word  in  the  text,  namely,  to  teach  us 
from  hence  to  walk  as  be  come  tb  the  dignity  of 
our  High  Calling,  according  to  that  Ex¬ 
hortation  of  the  Apoftle,  Let  your  Conver- 
falionbe  as  becometh  the  GofpelofCbrifl.  For 
every  thing  oftheGofpel  doth  call  upon  us 
for  Holynefs  of  Life,  the  Author  of  it  a  Pat¬ 
tern  of  Holynefs,  He  that  faith  he  abideth  in 
him ,  mutt  waif  even  as  he  walked,  1 .  Joh  i.  6. 
The  E  nd  of  it  a  defign  of  Holynefs,  That 
we  being  deli  vered  out  of  the  hand  of our 
Enemies,  might  ferve  him  without fe,ar in 
Holynefs  and  Kighteoufnefs  before  him  all  the 
dayes  of  -our  life  The  Dottrine  of  it  a 
Myftery of Godlinefs,  x.Tint.t.  16.  Thereis 
not  an  Article  of  the  Creed  which  hath  not 

Holynejs 


;  (49) _ _ 

Holynefsa  ConSequent  of  it.  The  Laws  of 
it  Prescripts  of  Holinels,  Be  ye  perfed  as 
your  Heavenly  Father  is  per  fed, Ma.tth.  5.48. 
The  Cardinall  Graces  of  it  Faith,  Love,  and 
Hope,  all  Principles  of  Holynefs ,  Faith 
Furifeth  the  Heart  andworhgth  by  Love,  Aft. 
15.  9.  Gal.  5.  6.  Love  is  tbe fulfilling  of  the 
Law,  Rom.  13.  10.  Herein  is  Love  if  we 
keep  his  Cowman  dements,  ijoh,  5.  3.  And 
very  one  that  hath  this  Hope  in  him  purifeth 
bitnfelf  even  as  he  is  pure,  1  Joh.  3. 3.  No  man 
can  rationally  hope  to  belike  unto  Chrift 
in  Glory  hereafter,  who  refolves  to  be 
unlike  unto  him  in  Grace  and  Holynefs 
here  ;  for  Glory  is  the  Confummation  and 
Reward  of  Grace.  All  the  precious  Pxo- 
mifes  of  the  Gofpel  invite  unto  Holy- 
neis  ,  Having  thefe  Fromifes ,  dearly  beloved, 
j. let  us  cleanfe  our  Selves  from  attfltbinefrvf 
I, Flejb  and  Spirit,  perfecting  Holyneft  in  the 
i fear  of  God,  2  Cor.  7.  1.  Laft'y  ,  the 
dreadful  1  Threatnings  of  the  Gofpel  drive 
unto  Holynels ;  fince  we  know,  that  witbeut 
Holynefs  no  Man  fall  fee  the  Lord,  Heb  12.  14, 
and  chat  he  will  come  in  flaming  Fire  to  take 
vengeance  on  tbofe  that  fnjiv  not  G  d,  and  that 

H  obey 
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obey  not  the  Goffel  of  our  Lord  JeJttf  Christ ,  2 
T  heft  1 .  8.  And  therefore  as  ever  we  ex- 
peft  to-  enjoy  the  Beuefits  of  the  Gofpel , ! 
(  without  the  which  we  are  of  all  Creatures 
the  mofif  miferable )  we  muft  fhew  rorth 
the  Efficacy  and  Bower  of  the  Grate  of  tne 
Gofpel  in  our  Hearts  and  Lives,  which 
\uAcheth  us  to  deny  Vngodlyttefs  and  Worldly 
j  LujiSy  and  to  Live  Soberly ,  Rigbteoufly,  and 
Godly  in  this  Prefent  World ,  Tit.  2.  11,  12. 
which  that  we  may  all  do, The  God  of  P eacc, 
who  brought  again  from  the  Dead  the  Lord 
Jefus,  the  Great  Shepheard  of  the  Sheep, 
through  the  Blood  of  the  Everlafting  Co¬ 
venant  ,  make  us  perfeft  in  every  Good 
Work  to  do  his  Will,  working  in  us  that 
which  is  pleafing  in  his  fight,  through  Jelus 
Chrift;  to  whom  be  Glory  for  Ever  and 
Ever.  Amen. 
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